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	810.2.  VIDEO/AUDIO MONITORING ON 

SCHOOL BUSES AND SCHOOL VEHICLES



	
	The Board recognizes that serious misconduct on a school bus (“Bus”) or school vehicle (“Vehicle”), as those terms are defined in 75 P.S. § 102, may jeopardize the safety of all passengers. In an effort to discourage student misconduct, aid in the efficient administration of discipline, and for the security of all passengers, the Board authorizes the use of video and audio monitoring and recording devices on all district-owned and/or contracted Buses and Vehicles. The Board adopts this policy pursuant to 18 P.S. § 5704(18).

School Bus - A motor vehicle which:

(1) is designed to carry 11 passengers or more, including the driver; and

(2) is used for the transportation of preprimary, primary or secondary school students to or from public, private or parochial schools or events related to such schools or school-related activities.

The term does not include a motor vehicle used to transport preprimary, primary, or secondary school students to or from public, private or parochial schools or events related to such schools or school-related activities, which is designed to carry 11 to 15 passengers, including the driver, and which is registered in this Commonwealth as a bus prior to March 1, 1993, or a motor vehicle which is designed to carry 11 to 15 passengers, including the driver, and which was titled to any public, private or parochial school on or before March 1, 1993, and which is registered to that public, private or parochial school in this Commonwealth as a bus prior to September 15, 1993.

School Vehicle - A motor vehicle, except a motorcycle, designed for carrying no more than ten (10) passengers, including the driver, and used for the transportation of preprimary, primary, or secondary school students while registered by or under contract to a school district or private or parochial school. The term includes vehicles having chartered, group and party rights under the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission and used for the transportation of school children.

The Bus or Vehicle driver (the “Driver”) is responsible for the health, safety, and welfare of each passenger while the Bus or Vehicle is in transit. Further, the responsibility for maintaining discipline on the Bus of Vehicle begins with the Driver. The use of video and audio recording devices on Buses and Vehicles as an aid to monitor student behavior does not replace the discipline policy as enumerated in policy 810, or the authority of the Driver, or the responsibility of school officials to act on bus misconduct. 

Note: Wherever “video” is used, it should be understood that “audio” is intended to be used in connection with it.

	
	

	
	Video and audio monitoring and recording devices may be installed on all district-owned and/or contracted Buses and Vehicles. Notices stating the presence of such video and audio monitoring and recording devices will be placed in clearly visible locations at the front and back of all Buses and Vehicles. Such notices shall state that, by riding the Bus or Vehicle, students may be videotaped and audiotaped. At the beginning of each school year, the Board shall notify students and their parents/guardians of this policy by letter mailed to the students’ home addresses. In addition, notices will be posted on the district web page, and this policy shall be addressed in the school handbook.

District representatives may periodically review any and all recordings captured by video and audio monitoring and recording devices installed on Buses and Vehicles (the “Recordings”) as needed, or at random, to ensure proper conduct. The district or its transportation contractor, if applicable, shall preserve any Recordings for a period of ten (10) days. If a Recording is used in connection with an incident of misconduct, disciplinary action, and/or criminal or civil legal proceeding, the Recordings may be retained: 

(1) until final resolution/disposition of any such incident of misconduct, disciplinary action, and/or criminal or civil legal proceeding, and the time for any appeal thereof; or 

(2) pursuant to an order of any court of competent jurisdiction.

Recordings may be kept at the district’s discretion to be used in school bus driver training classes.



	
	Subject to the provisions of this policy, a request to view and/or listen to a Recording may be made by the Board, a school administrator, the district’s transportation contractor, and/or parents/guardians. A viewing can be requested only with the intent to observe a given problem, incident, or situation, and in an effort to work toward a resolution of that problem, incident, or situation, as it relates to Board Policies, and bettering the safety of the district’s students and staff. Administrative requests shall be submitted to the transportation director or his designee. Parent/Guardian requests shall be made through the building principal, in writing.

Parents/Guardians may not review a Recording unless:

(1) their child/dependent was a student involved in an alleged infraction and/or crime; 

(2) the student is receiving or received disciplinary action as a result of an alleged infraction and/or crime; 

(3) the Recording was used to determine the infraction and/or crime and administer discipline; and

(4) the district Superintendent or designee does not deem that it may be harmful to another student.

If a parent/guardian’s request is granted, the Recording shall be viewed in the school attended by the student who allegedly committed a violation, with school administrator(s) present.

Parental complaints about incidents occurring on any Bus or Vehicle must be registered with the district’s business office or school principal within five (5) school days of an incident.



	
	

	
	

	
	References:

School Code – 24 P.S. Sec. 510

Wiretap and Electronic Surveillance Act – 18 Pa. C.S.A. Sec. 5704

Vehicle Code – 75 Pa. C.S.A. Sec. 102
Board Policy – 218, 810
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